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Any country that wants to foster innovation also 
needs to encourage some disobedience from its 

citizens. Innovation is about questioning what has 
been said and done, and knowing that it is safe to 

take the risk to explore new territory -  
Stina Ehrensvärd
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Why is it necessary?

“extremely rapid price increases in 
electricity costs that will double or 
triple over the next few years.”  

Valli Moosa (32nd ISO General Assembly, 17 Sept 2009)
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The Business in Energy workshops

o How effectively are we managing our energy costs? 
o Are we selecting our energy activities rationally,  
o or by whim?  

o What affect are the annual tariff increases having on 
our business competitiveness? 

o What are the implications if you addressed this now -  
o and, if you did not?  

o Where can business                                        
participate?
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28 Capturing the Multiple Benefits of Energy Efficiency
Chapter 1
Taking a multiple benefits approach to energy efficiency

improved affordability of energy services, reduced air pollution, and fiscal improvements for 
national and sub-national entities. The International Energy Agency (IEA) refers to this suite 
of outcomes as the “multiple benefits”1 of energy efficiency (Figure 1.1).

Figure 1.1 The multiple benefits of energy efficiency
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Notes: GHG = greenhouse gas. This list is not exhaustive, but represents some of the most prominent benefits of energy efficiency identified to date.
Source: Unless otherwise noted, all material in figures and tables in this chapter derives from IEA data and analysis.

Key point A multiple benefits approach to energy efficiency reveals a broad range of potential 
positive impacts.

Of these benefits, only reductions in energy demand and GHG emissions have been 
measured systematically to date. Yet a growing body of evidence demonstrates that 
the broader benefits may be extremely valuable, in both economic and social terms. The 
multiple benefits of energy efficiency extend to goals that the general public understand 
and may personally aspire to. They are, therefore, also of great interest to policy makers.  
A positive effect in any one of these areas may generate at least equal (if not even greater) 
interest for the public and for policy makers than the energy savings achieved. Such added 
value offers a powerful economic and social signal with the potential to motivate energy 
efficiency action.

The degree to which optimal energy efficiency could enhance economic and social 
development is not sufficiently well understood, and generally is considered in national 
policy decision-making processes only in a qualitative way, if at all. While energy efficiency 
experts and many policy makers are alert to the fact that energy efficiency generates 

1 In other literature, these impacts have been variously labelled “co-benefits”, “ancillary benefits” and “non-energy benefits” 
(NEBs) – and are o#en used interchangeably with “multiple benefits”. The IEA uses the term multiple benefits, which is 
broad enough to reflect the heterogeneous nature of outcomes and to avoid pre-emptive prioritisation of various benefits; 
different benefits will be of interest to different stakeholders.
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Compelling arguments for Energy Investments

• Rapidly increasing price of electricity 
• Rapidly decreasing price of renewable energy technology 
• Rapidly approaching convergence of prices 
• Supports the Green economy agenda 

• job creation,  
• low carbon points  
• moral prerogative 

• Supports the profitability and therefore sustainability of the organisation  
• Incentives exist 
• Availability of technical support & expertise 

Excellent positioning statement - improves market competitiveness



Questions?

Thank you for 
 sharing your energy  

with us today!

Teri Kruger   
+27 82 658 1884 

solutions@synergetics.co.za
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